
 

 
 

 

 

United States  
Department of 
Agriculture 
 
Animal and  
Plant Health 
Inspection 
Service 
 
Biotechnology 
Regulatory  
Services 
 
4700 River Road 
Riverdale, MD 
20737 
 

May 29, 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Tribal Leader: 
 
I am writing to you today to inform you that USDA has announced the availability of a 
petition from Monsanto (Bayer) seeking deregulation of a corn variety genetically 
engineered (GE) for tolerance to the herbicides dicamba, glufosinate, quizalofop and 2,4-
D, and for tissue-specific tolerance to the herbicide glyphosate to facilitate the production 
of hybrid seed.  This new GE corn variety will offer farmers multiple choices for 
effective weed management in their corn crops. 
 
Why am I receiving this letter? 
 
Each time USDA announces the availability of a petition, we seek public input into the 
regulatory decision making process.  USDA is interested in receiving your comments 
regarding potential environmental and interrelated economic impacts to assist in our 
assessment of the petition as it relates to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  
The public comments received, along with the best available scientific evidence, will 
assist USDA in determining the appropriate environmental documents to prepare in 
accordance with our petition process to make a fully informed decision on the regulatory 
status of this GE corn variety. 
 
How can I learn more about the proposed action? 
 
The petition will be available for public review and comment for 60 days.  Beginning on 
May 8, 2020, members of the public will be able to submit comments through July 7, 
2020.  The petition is available for review on the internet at: 
 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/brs/aphisdocs/19_31601p.pdf 
 
Does this proposed action impact my Tribe? 
 
USDA is committed to the development of strong cooperative relationships.  If your tribe 
believes there are potentially significant impacts to tribal lands or resources that should 
be considered, USDA would like to hear from you.   
 
How can I make a public comment? 
 
Public comments may be submitted at regulations.gov (Docket ID: APHIS-2020-0021): 
 

https://www.regulations.gov/docket?D=APHIS-2020-0021 
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Alternatively, you may send your comments directly to USDA and we will ensure that 
they are included in the public record.  Please contact BRS’ Tribal Liaison Bill Doley by 
phone at 301-851-3937; by email at william.p.doley@usda.gov; or by mail at USDA 
APHIS, 4700 River Road, Unit 98, Riverdale, MD 20737.   
 
USDA welcomes tribal input and is prepared to consider your concerns.  We look 
forward to discussing these matters further.  
 
In the meantime, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Thank you very much. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

                           
Bernadette Juarez                                                            
APHIS Deputy Administrator 
Biotechnology Regulatory Services 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 


