
 
 
 
 

Dear Tribal Leader:      May 1, 2020 
 
The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) values its partnership 
with the Tribal Nations. Our Agency strives to keep Tribes informed of actions 
that could have an impact on tribal members and tribal resources. Therefore, we 
want to notify you of a pending action governing the importation of certain 
products. This summer, APHIS intends to finalize a 2015 proposal to amend the 
regulations in title 9, Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), part 93 to establish a 
system for evaluating the brucellosis and bovine tuberculosis (TB) status of 
foreign regions.  
 
This system creates classification Levels I through III for brucellosis and Levels I 
through V for bovine TB. The system also establishes import-testing 
requirements for bovine animals commensurate with the risk posed by each 
classification level. The proposed rule also included changes to U.S. domestic 
brucellosis and bovine TB programs, which have since been withdrawn. APHIS, 
commenters, or Tribal Nations identified none of the provisions that APHIS is 
finalizing as having tribal impacts.  
 
In conjunction with publication of the final rule, APHIS intends to make 
available for public comment an environmental assessment that analyzes the 
potential effects of applying the new regulations to select regions. Once the final 
rule becomes effective, APHIS intends to publish several notices to classify 
Australia, Canada, and several regions in Mexico in accordance with the new 
system, as described below.  
 
Australia 
This notice will inform the public that APHIS has evaluated the bovine TB status 
of Australia in accordance with the regulations in 9 CFR 93 and intends to 
classify Australia as Level I for that disease. APHIS currently requires testing of 
bovine animals from Australia for TB during post-entry quarantine. 
Classification as Level 1 would remove the TB testing requirement (no test 
necessary). Australia sent primarily germplasm to the United States and exported 
one live bovine animal since 2017.  
 
Canada 
This notice will inform the public that APHIS evaluated the brucellosis and 
bovine TB statuses of Canada and intends to classify Canada as Level I for both 
diseases. APHIS does not currently require brucellosis or bovine TB testing of 
cattle imported from Canada. Classification as Level I will allow continued 
importation of bovine animals without testing for those diseases.  
 
Mexico 
This notice will inform the public that APHIS evaluated the brucellosis status of 
the State of Sonora and intends to classify the State as Level I for that disease. 
APHIS currently requires sexually intact cattle from Sonora to have a negative 
whole herd test and a negative individual animal test for brucellosis prior to 
importation. No testing is required for steers and spayed heifers. Sonora exported  
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over 310,000 cattle to the United States during the 2018-2019 export cycle, virtually all 
destined for feeding and slaughter. These animals were sexually neutered prior to export 
to avoid the brucellosis testing requirements. Classification as Level I would exempt 
sexually intact cattle from brucellosis testing, allowing importation of sexually intact or 
neutered cattle from Sonora as the U. S. market dictates.    

This notice will also inform the public that APHIS evaluated the bovine TB status of six 
regions in Mexico and determined the appropriate classification level for each region. 
Specifically, APHIS intends to classify the State of Sonora as Level II, the Yucatan 
Peninsula, Huasteca Region, and part of the State of Chihuahua as Level III, and parts of 
the States of Coahuila and Nuevo Leon as Level IV. Unclassified parts of the States listed 
above would by default be considered Level V. Cattle exported to the United States from 
these regions would remain subject to essentially the same testing for bovine TB as 
APHIS currently requires.  

Each classification notice will make the underlying evaluation(s) available for public 
comment. These actions will enhance regulation of cattle trade with these regions while 
continuing to guard against the introduction of brucellosis or bovine TB into the United 
States. APHIS does not anticipate substantial changes in import volume or port 
procedures because of these actions. All other import requirements for bovine animals 
from these regions remain intact.  

Your participation in this process is valued, and we ask that you consider and inform 
APHIS of any comments you may have on these notices once they are posted to the 
Federal Register. If you have any questions relating to Tribal concerns, please contact Dr. 
Terry Clark, National Tribal Liaison at (301) 440-4388, or by e-mail at 
Terry.W.Clark@usda.gov. For information related to environmental assessment or 
proposed status classifications, please contact Dr. Kelly Rhodes at (301) 855-3315, or by 
e-mail at Kelly.Rhodes@usda.gov.

We look forward to further discussions and continued collaboration with the Tribal 
Nations. 

Sincerely, 

Burke L. Healey, DVM 
Deputy Administrator 
Veterinary Services 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
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